
BRECKLAND COUNCIL:  

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COUNCILLORS 

 
 
1. Para 9(2) is confusing to members, who find it difficult enough to try to work out whether 
they have to declare any interest where they are “dual-hatted”, for example as District and 
County or District and Town/Parish councillors. 
 
2. Re-word para 10: 
 
10(1)    Subject to sub-paragraph (2), you have a prejudicial interest in any business of 
your authority where: 
 
(a) you have a personal interest; and 
 
(b) the business affects your financial position or the financial position of a person or body 
described in para 8 and/or relates to the determining of any approval, consent, licence, 
permission or registration in relation to you or any person or body described in para 8; and 
 
(c) the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts 
would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgement of the 
public interest. 
 
3. Consider new wording to simplify 10(1) (c) above , for example: 
 
“Your interest is so significant that you could reasonably be regarded  as likely to be biased 
in your judgement of the public interest” 
 
4. Consideration should be given to the anomaly which can arise in the use of para 12(2). 
Where two or more members have prejudicial interests in a matter (in one case a husband 
and wife) and one is going to use 12(2) to speak, he can stay in the meeting and hear all of 
the business on that item  up to the part in the public speaking arrangements for him to 
speak, while the other has to leave at the commencement of the item. 
 
5. Also under para 12(2), authorities operate the speaking power differently: some say that 
the member is speaking under the public speaking arrangements (thereby being limited 
usually to three or five minutes), while others take it that 12(2) removes the incapacity of 
the member who can then speak under normal standing orders (ie often not time-limited) 
giving a distinctly greater opportunity for “persuasion”. 
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